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Hi everyone, and welcome to a new Lions 
Year.  I do hope you are all daring to serve 
and ready to ”Move to Grow” 
 
The International Convention held in 
Minneapolis  was FANTASTIC !!   What a 
wonderful experience this was.  All those 
wonderful Lions from around the world, all 
with the same ethic, “to make a difference!”. 
The opening and closing ceremonies were so 
incredible and something I will never forget.  
Being entertained by the Beach Boys was 
certainly a wonderful experience.  Listening to 
Colin Powell, who spoke at the convention, 
was another highlight. 
IPP Al and Maureen were quite emotional at 
the end, and received a wonderful ovation for 
their dedication to the Lions organisation 
       
International President Eberhard Wirfs  
was inspiring with his “Move to Grow” theme, 
Challenging all Lions to” stretch in our 
dreams” our plans and our ACTIONS.       
 He also entertained us by playing the piano. 
 Music is one of President Eberhard’s loves 
and he played his “theme” song “Wooden 
Heart” quite often and we all sang along.  
 As incoming Governors from all around the 
world, many friendships were formed, often       
by sign language.  I would like to encourage 
you all to attend the International 
Convention  in Sydney  being held from 28 
June to 2 July 2010.  You will be so sorry if 
you miss it. 
 

                 
        International President Eberhard & Margit Wirfs 

 
      

. The Incoming Club Officers Forum was 
held on 31 May and was well attended and I 
believe all who attended left with new ideas 
and lots of enthusiasm.  Congratulations to all 
our Forum Presenters, especially Martin 
Orchard, Doreen Moore and PDG Carol 
Alderson, Cab Sec Margaret & Reg Walker. 
 
At the Cabinet Officers Training  at the 
weekend in Newcastle we became a TEAM. 
There was FUN and lots of learning.  YOUR 
CABINET IS READY TO SERVE OUR 
DISTRICT. 
 
Since returning to Australia I have 
conducted a change over for Redfern-
Waterloo Lions Club and inducted two new 
members. Welcome  and Congratulations  
 

     
  Inducting new members      Special Guest Toni Larmond  
 
Also, Sydney Inner West Lions Club  invited 
me to conduct their changeover and induct 
two members. Welcome and 
Congratulations  
 

                                     
  Presenting the Gong & Gavel                                                              
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In the Hawkesbury I conducted the 
Changeover for the Hawkesbury Bells 
Line, Hawkesbury South, Riverstone, 
Richmond & Windsor Lions Clubs, and 
inducted two new members to Windsor 
Lions Club . Welcome and 
Congratulations 
 
Our District Changeover  was well 
attended and thanks to IPG Elvio many 
Lions were recognised for the contribution 
to our District during the year.  
Congratulations to all . 
Some of our guys were really in their 
element dancing along with the belly 
dancer. Two of the Waratahs showed their 
expertise as well 

       
     DG &  John Cousins                                         “Elvis” Latham            
 

Home Club Visit 
I was made very welcome at my home Club 
and we had a really fun night.  I thank them all 
for their continued support.   There was a cake 
and lots of tail twisting, mainly from the bus 
trip.  How I wish I had been on that bus!!  

                    
         DG on home Ground                      The welcome cake   
 

LIONS IN SIGHT 
Lions are known for their SIGHTFIRST 
activities. But they are not IN SIGHT of the 
general public,  International President 
Eberhard has asked that during the last two 
weeks of January 2010, (11-24),  all clubs 
are requested  

to organise one significant public relations 
activity.  This date was chosen as a mark of 
respect to our founder, Melvin Jones whose 
birthday falls within this period. 
 
You are encouraged to be creative.  You 
Can have a theme. Showcase your favourite 
service program, or unique project in your 
community.  
 
Invite the general public. Provide “giveaway” 
items.  Call attention to your project by using 
special signage and banners.  Anything that 
makes people ask, “ WHO ARE THE 
LIONS?” 
 
LIONS – MAKE YOURSELF VISIBLE 
WHILE MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY! 
 
Why not start planning for this now, maybe 
join with other clubs, have a Zone or Region 
activity. 
 
Share our message of global humanitarian 
goodwill with others and  
Move to Increase Public Awareness! 
 
“The Power of Peace” is the theme of the 
2009-2010 Peace Poster Contest. 
Please contact Lion John Chate for further 
details. 
 
International President Eberhard is a great 
supporter of our Youth Projects.  He has 
launched the Lions Clubs International 
Global Youth Music Competition.  A global 
music competition, especially for the youth.  
This year the instrument is the violin, so if you 
know of a talented violinist under 25 years of 
age, we need to hear from you. 
There are wonderful prizes and the final 
judging will be held in Sydney at the 
International Convention.  . 
. 
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The music competition will promote social 
and cultural understanding and 
appreciation and also emphasise our 
commitment to our youth. 
There will be more details after the MD 
Council Meeting at the end of August 
I have commenced my Zone Visits and 
we were warmly welcomed by Zone 3 
Chair Janey Tham recently.  Ern and I 
had a lovely night full of fun and 
fellowship!  I was very honoured to 
welcome into the Lions family 6 new 
members to Sydney Inner West Lions 
Club and 2 new members to Sydney 
Central Lions Club.  Welcome and 
congratulations to these new Lions.  
 
A reminder of the District Convention 
at Bomaderry, November 13,14,15. is 
ONLY TWELVE WEEKS AWAY!! 
This should be a wonderful weekend, 
please consider attending.  Also, for 
Partners a fantastic bus trip with lots 
of surprises.    

 
 
Recently, Ern and I attended the opening 
of the new 60 room Aged Care Facility 
Yallambee Village at Reevesby.  This 
village is a state of the art, it has every 
thing to make the residents feel at home.  
We were shown around the building and 
were entertained by the “Andrew Sisters” 
much to the delight of the residents.  The 
Lions Clubs of Bankstown, Greenacre 
and Yagoona  support both Yallambee 
Village and Gillawarna Village at St 
George’s Hall.  Lion Harvey Worth from 
Greenacre Club has been involved for 
over 30 years and is a member of the 
Board of Directors.  
  

These facilities are part of the Bankstown 
City Aged Care Ltd.   Lion Harvey took us on 
a tour of the Gillawarna Village and the 
coffee shop run by Lion Helen Williams and 
her trusty band of volunteers.  We were so 
impressed with what we saw and the 
commitment of Lions Harvey, Helen and 
Barbara Bellenger. 
 
All  funds from the Coffee Shop and the 
Trading Table are used to make life more 
comfortable for the residents of Gillawarna. 
Congratulations to the Lions from 
Greenacre, Bankstown and Yagoona 
Clubs for their commitment to the care 
and support of the aged in their 
community.  
 

       
Gillawarna Village                The village coffee shop   
 
Thank you to all Lions who participated in  
the field work at Balmain and Rouse Hill 
Shopping Centre.  We received a very 
positive response of over 200 interested folk 
to attend Lions Information Nights. 
 
Congratulations to Lions Martin Orchard and 
2nd VDG Steve Coleman on the awards they 
received from IPDG Elvio at the Cabinet 
Meeting. 

                   
 Elvio & Martin  with his MJF        Steve with his award   
                                                             

Take care of each other  

���������	���� DG 201 N5 
 


